Why put stamps in albums?

Now that's a good question, stamps are kept in albums
fon three nreasons:- -

to keep them safe and clean
50 you can see what stamps you have
because At's fun.

Thene are 50 many difgerent stamps in the world, that
if you tried to collect them all you would soon get
confused, s0 why not collect a country. Australia would
be the easiest e

Then of cowwse you could collect your favourite subject
and that could be spont, ships, binds, glowens, bridges,
4ish, maps, fust about every subject you have even
hearnd of has been shown on stamps. '

Swapping 48 parnt of the fun also one of the cheapest ways
of getting stamps you want.

SOAKING STAMPS OFF PAPER ... THE RIGHT WAY

Like 80 many things, there
i85 a night way and a wrong
way of soaking stamps off
papen gor your collection.
1§ you use the WRONG way,

1 can guarantee that you
will damage Atamps -
perhaps even Lose the value
of Aimpontant ones ... and
have many disappointments.

So, begone having a'soaking
session, you need to make

some preparations ...

1. You will need a spok
whene spilt drops of
waten won't cause
damage. Talk fo Mum
on Dad about this!

You need two containens - plastic ice cream bowls are
just gine. You will also need some bLotting papexr,
on something else which soaks up extra water.

Sont out the stamps which you are going to soak. Put
aside any which are on pieces of blue - on red-Lined
envelopes. Put aside also any stamps on that yellow-
brown heavy envelope type of paper (called manilla).
And any stamps more than about 50 years ofd need care,
because with some that age, from some countries, the
Ank may hun.



The stamps Left should be placed in one of the bowls
with Luke warm water, and Left to soak for about
20 minutes. .

Never attempt fo peel stamps off the backing papen.
Let them gLoat off. You may even need to allow more
Lime.

As the stamps gloat off, place them in the other bowl
filled this time with COLD water, which will give them
a Last wash to get nid of glue. Then place them g
FACE DOWN on the blotting paper on towelling you are
using to dny oveanight.

Rememben those stamps we
put aside at sitep 3 above.
These need special treat-
ment. Finst, canrefully
cut excess paper o4, then
§Loat them face up 4in a
bowf of cold watern. VYes,
FLOAT! 1§ you carefully
place them 4in the bowl
you will gind that they
will sit above the waten
50 that no water fouches
the stamp. This is
Ampontant because bLue-
Lined papen, for instance,
can mean bLue coloured
sLtamps !

(1): Place stamp
picture side down. Lick 1/3 of
hinge and stick it onto the
back of the stamp near the top.

HERE ARE A FEW TIPS -

Always thy Lo handle your stamps with a pair of tweezens,
as a dinty fingen mark can make a precious stamp worth
much Less.

A magnigying glass will enable you to see the fine
details in youn stamps. Thy to get one that §its
comgontably into your hand. 1§ it 48 too heavy you
will get tined of holding it.

Nevern stick a stamp in an album Like you stick one on a
Letten., Use stamp hinges which are special pieces of
paper, gummed on one side, which hold the stamps in
without nuining them. This 48 how they wonk -

(3): Turn stamp over.

(2): Stick lower 1/3
of hinge to album page.

A special tool called a perforation gauge is used to
measure the perforations on stamps. Perforation gauges
are s0ld with printed easy to gollow Linstructions.
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